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Exclusive Routine by Ken de Courcy

EFFECT: Four red-backed cards are shown front and back. All are the same
value, but different suits. An odd card is added to them and this is seen to
have a blue back. Each time the cards are counted slowly and carefully to allow
the spectators to note exactly what cards are used.

Now for the questions! The odd card is laid down face up. Next to it goes
one of the other cards, also face up and, next to that, ancther ecard face down.

To helv the spectators, the two remaining cards are shown and placed on the
table face up to one side, or placed face outwards in the magician's top pocket.

Pointing to the centre face up card, the performer asks the colour of its
back. "Red", is the answer. Turned over, the card is seen to have a blue back,
Next, the spectator is asked the colour of the odd card's back, Since one of the
red-backed cards has changed from red to blue, the usual answer is that this must
be red. When turned over, this proves to have no back at all...it's blank.

So far the spectator hasn't done too well, but he still has a third chance.,
One card is still face down. Sinece the spectator can see the othersthree cards
of the same value, he shouldn't have much diffieculty in naming the colour of its
face. He says, "It's a Spade, therefore it must be black.” He turns the card
oever and it is a Spade...but it's a red one.
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